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SOUND SYSTEM CHECKLIST

· Sound System in Churches and Places of Worship 

The DAC requests that in order to expedite the approval process, that when you are asking Trade Suppliers to tender for the works, that you photocopy and supply them with this: 

· Statement of Fact 

This specification document supplied by the DAC is SUPPLEMENTARY to any specific specification requirements supplied by the church in question. 

The sound system to which you are quoting for shall comply with the following requirements. Any deviation from such disqualifies from further discussion. 

The sound tender bid shall include an opening description of the specific requirements as outlined by the personnel managing the Building in question. 

In submitting the Tender proposal, consideration should be given to incorporating 'future​proof' expansion. Such matters could be additional microphone points in common areas, spare ways in the amplifier racks etc. 

· Specification Layout 

It is preferable that at least one scaled plan and section is supplied for installations including reinforcement. This will not be necessary for Induction loop only systems, where detailed plans and diagrams will be tolerable. 

· Equipment Requirements 

The Sound tender shall be sympathetic to the needs and requirements of the church personnel, and will harmonise their requirements to a suitable industry standard equivalent. 

Where an audio demonstration is proposed, the DAC shall be advised at least 14 days in advance to attempt to co-ordinate their Consultant's attendance. 

· Equipment Specification 

All equipment included as part of this specification shall be Balanced. It will not be acceptable to utilise un-balanced equipment at any part of this installation. Special circumstances may warrant a waver, but this will need to be individually identified and discussed throughout the specification document. 

The use of plastic or non-screened terminations at line-level shall not be permitted. 

· Cabling 

In order to ensure the best possible reproduction, all Line-Level signal cables shall be screened. 

Terminations at line-level shall be in sound industry format and of a reputable manufacturer. 

Terminations shall be in accordance with the following: 

Screen – Pin1 

Live/Hot - Pin2 

Return/Cold - Pin3 

It should be assumed that you will not be permitted to place cable looms and such like in any normal vision of the congregation and such like personnel. 

The running of all cables relevant to this tender shall be subject to further agreement from the DAC Architects and Electrical consultants. 

All cables shall be suitably identifiable at both ends of their run, and where multiple cables exist, shall be labelled in a manner that can be easily understood and/or a diagram in a protective frame shall be supplied and mounted in an agreed position. 

· Induction Loops 

Where induction loop equipment is to be supplied as part of this tender, it shall include an Induction Loop tester for staff to ensure that the system is operating effectively in the future. 

· Wire Free Technology 

Where wire free technology is proposed e.g. Radio microphones, the Sound Tender shall demonstrate that to the best of their ability they are not aware that the frequency(s) proposed will: 

a) Conflict with any existing equipment in or near the building 

b) Be prone to interference from other electrical apparatus e.g. Water Urns, thermostats, mobile telephones and pagers, fire detection systems and such like. 

c) Be of a frequency that is freely available to other users e.g. public houses for karaoke and such like. 

d) Be of a frequency that is under view and subject to future blocking by the Department of Trade and Industry. 

e) Be of a frequency that is and will remain illegal under the control of the Radio Communications Agency (RCA). 

· Electrical Installation & Supply 

The entire sound system shall be powered from a dedicated power source separate from any other equipment. 

A discrete pilot light shall be mounted in a place that the 'Incumbent' and such like shall be able to confirm that the audio system is live. Where an induction loop is also part of the installation, a separate pilot light shall show that this too is live. 

All sound equipment installed as part of this or integrated with this installation shall be fed by the same mains electric phase within the building. No alternating of phases because of convenience and distance shall be acceptable. 

The earthing for the mains supply for this system shall run directly to the main earth terminal in the building. It shall not be part of an existing earth loop. 

The spurring of an existing mains electric circuit is not acceptable. The mains supply for this installation shall conform to BS7671 throughout. 

Certification relevant to BS7671 shall be supplied at the end of the commissioning period. 

· Operating positions 

Any control points or mixing points proposed as part of this installation shall either be totally transportable or installed in an agreeable manner that they do not offend with the architectural design of the building. Any permanent equipment shall be rack mounted and secured using rack security screws to prevent unauthorised movement. 

· Equipment Protection and Storage 

Any graphic equalisation / compression / digital delay and other such technology shall be installed with either anti-tamper clear face shields or electronically locked and the pin number being issued to the Church Warden as part of the installation and operation manual. 

All 'removable' equipment as part of this tender shall be provided with an approved lockable store. This shall house all sound peripherals as supplied and allow growth of peripherals by at least 25% in the future. 

· Aesthetics 

All equipment that is not of an approved aesthetic colour shall be offered with alternate colours for approval by the DAC. 

· Commissioning

The installation once complete and acoustically balanced by the sound tender supplier, shall be subject to acceptance testing by the building wardens and incumbent. 

· Disability 

The Sound Tender shall be sympathetic to the Disability Discrimination Act and submit reasons and or statements as to why they consider certain equipment may not be accessible to such personnel. 

· Training and Operation 

The Tender supplier shall, upon completion and successful acceptance testing, incorporate training sessions for the staff and personnel nominated by the buildings managers. 

· Documentation 

All tender submissions must include fully legible diagrams and where necessary photographs illustrating in full where the intended equipment is to be mounted. 

The tender supplier shall supply fully practical and foolproof explanatory operation manuals for each part of the system. This should include a flow chart of operation. The photocopying of manuals and instruction booklets on their own is not acceptable. 

The Tender supplier shall supply upon completion a fully itemised asset register of all equipment supplied and where applicable its serial number and unit cost value.
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